Call for mobilization to defend our
alternatives against the G7

France is the host country of the next G7' meeting to be held in Biarritz from 24 to 26 August
2019.

For decades, the G7 has played the role of an economic and financial directorate alongside the
IMF, the WTO and the World Bank. Today, it is the space where seven of the world's greatest
economic powers and the European Commission come together to perpetuate a system that
has led to the growth of inequalities and the destruction of our planet, while allowing the
omnipotence and harmful influence of big corporations to continue. Thus, a large proportion of
people are denied their rights and every day the promises of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights are violated. The UN's legitimacy is being questioned from all sides. There is oppression
and violence in every corner of the world, while austerity policies lead to a decline in human
rights.

While it is shaken by the movement of the yellow vests which denounces - among other things
— the growth of inequality, the French government is claiming that tackling inequality will be at
the centre of its G7 agenda. But this increase in inequality is due, precisely, to the neo-liberal
policies implemented by the richest countries! It seems like the pyromaniacs want to play
firemen. If the G7 countries wish to prove us wrong, they will have to really address the structural
policies which have been implemented for decades and are at the root of current inequalities.

These G7 summits are organised at great expense ($500 million in 2018) and are but
promotional displays. In this context, can the real problems be addressed?

Thus, we the citizens gathered within collectives, movements or organisations, will take the floor
to remind us of the urgent need to implement profound and radical changes to our economic
and social system, for the rights of each and every one of us, and the dignity of our restored
Earth. The fight against inequality, and the urgency of climate and social issues, cannot be met
with rhetoric. There's no time for that. There is an urgent need for rich countries to take
responsibility for these challenges.

This G7 will be held in the Basque Country, a land of resistance where there are deeply rooted
struggles guided by solidarity and the will to build a fairer and more desirable world. We believe
that we can, in the Basque Country as elsewhere, build bright futures and put an end to the
intolerable growth of poverty and inequality.

Even though the French government plans to substantially limit the freedoms of movement and
of demonstration, we will come together to express the diversity of our aspirations, analyses
and alternatives for another world.

' United States, Japan, Germany, France, United Kingdom, Italy, Canada



For us, the world of tomorrow requires the defence and promotion of human rights which
should be the first foundation of any policy. Our proposals concern:

% The end of an economic and financial system based on exploitation and monopolisation.

% Determined action against climate change and in favour of lifestyles that respect ecosystems
and biodjversity.

% The fight against patriarchy and any system of domination that generates inequality
and the denial of rights.

% The construction of a true democracy for any kind of communal life in which everyone
can express their wishes and influence choices.

X/

% Tax justice: through progressive taxation, through a real fight against tax evasion
involving all the States of the world.

% States at the service of the common good, regulating multinationals to ensure citizens’
rights.

% The end of any kind of discrimination, a dignified welcome for migrants and freedom
of movement.

X/

% Solidarity and peace between people.

X/

% The right to self-determination.

% La reconnaissance réelle des différences culturelles et linguistiques dans le respect
des droits humains.

X/

% The defence of the rights of peasants who are the first actors of food sovereignty;,
effective access to healthy, sustainable and safe and balanced food, which is designed
by and for citizens.

% The existence of high quality public services as close as possible to the people,
including in the poorest countries.

% The prohibition of free trade agreements that jeopardise social rights and the quality of
the environment.

Let's come together, community organisations, unions and citizens in Biarritz, in August
2019, to make our voices and demands heard.

Press contact :

_ www.alternativesg7.org
s.playout@crid.asso.fr
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