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EWL Year of Action on Beijing+20
Webinar ‘Women and the environment: what’s the link?”
Friday 19 June, 11am-12am (Brussels time)

In the framework of its Beijing+20 Year of Action, in June the EWL focuses on Women and the Environment. 
Protecting the environment and addressing the impact of our lifestyles on biodiversity are largely considered as essential matters in the building of more sustainable and equal societies. However,the link between women and the environment is not always obvious and remains lacking in the reflections on environmental issues.
Why are women’s rights and climate change interlinked?
What is and should be the role of women in the work on the environment?
How can feminism contribute to the protection of the planet?
The webinar will aim at addressing these questions from a global perspective, but keeping a focus on the challenges and opportunities in Europe. It will gather experts and activists from different sectors, in order to build bridges between knowledge and actions, between women’s organisations, environmental organisations, academics and official processes. It will specifically also inform about the forthcoming United Nations Conference on Climate Change (COP21) in Paris in November-December 2015. 

WHY?

· To explore the links between women and the environment
· To get in-depth information, data and a broader vision of the challenges and opportunities linked to the diverse issues at stake
· To exchange ideas and strategies between women’s and environmental organisations
· To develop and strengthen policies and recommendations, in particular in light of the forthcoming COP21
HOW?
· Contributions of experts and activists addressing different aspects of women and the environment 
· Live broadcasted: everyone can attend and ask questions during the webinar, through twitter using #B20envi
· The webinar will be recorded, and posted on EWL website
WHO?

Moderation: Pierrette Pape, EWL Policy and Campaigns Director

Technical faciliation: Julie Chrétiennot, EWL Policy Assistant

Introduction, Pierrette Pape – 5’ (including explanation of technical aspects)
Why should women and environment be linked? Why is it important for women’s organisations to address the environmental issues? – 6’
Ilona Graenitz, Austrian Coordination – Presentation of EWL factsheet from EWL report on Beijing+20 ‘From words to action’
Interesting facts and figures (slides) – 1’
From EWL factsheet

From EWL campaign #Allmalepanels
Why it is important for environmental groups to be active on women’s empowerment? – 6’
Jenny Hawley, Friends of the Earth – Presentation of a book on women’s empowerment, part of Friends of the Earth project Big Ideas Change the World
Alternative feminist visions: sustainable feminist economics – 6’
Helene Ahlborg, Doctor in environmental science, Chalmers University of Technology
Comments from EWL members:

· Portugal: differentiated impact of climate change on women in Europe – JustinRoborg-Söndergaard, Caring for the Future Foundation, member of the Portuguese Platform for Women’s Rights (PpDM) – 3’
· Belgium: impact of climate change on health and migration – Marcela de La Pena, Le Monde selon les Femmes, member of the Belgium Council of French-speaking Women (CFFB) – 3’
The work of the European Parliament on women and the environment

Terry Reintke, MEP (Greens, Germany), Greens Coordinator for the EP Women’s Rights and Gender Equality Committee – 5’

COP21: concrete steps towards feminist climate change action

The mobilisation of women’s organisations: Yveline Nicolas, Adequations (member of the French group ‘Gender and sustainable development’ together with the French national coordination of EWL, CLEF)– 5’
Questions/comments from the tweets #B20envi

Answers from the speakers, as appropriate – 10’

Final words from the guests: your most important recommendation? – 5’
